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North Surry High School’s Interact Club presented their Shepherd’s House Education and 
Literacy Project at the Rotary District 7690 Conference at the South Carolina Myrtle Beach 
Marriott Resort & Spa on April 29, 2017.  Members Cassidy Willard, Sydney Edwards, Josh 
Conner, Brenda Cabrera, and Christopher Smith represented the club at the conference. 
Interact Clubs are student-led community service organizations that provide high school 
students with the opportunity to give back to their communities in addition to participating in 
international service projects.   
 
North Surry teacher, Myra Combs, serves as the Interact Club advisor and is also a member of 
the Shepherd’s House Board of Directors.  During time volunteering at the homeless shelter, 
Mrs. Combs recognized the need to provide academic and social support for the children who 
are clients at the Shepherd’s House.  Combs knew a group of teenagers who would 
wholeheartedly join in working with these children.  Combs presented the idea to the Interact 
Club, and the students took over from there.   
 
Using its own funds, the Interact Club members created and implemented an education 
program at The Shepherd’s House.  In September, North Surry students began volunteering at 
The Shepherd’s House. The high schoolers tutor the homeless children, spend time reading with 
them, and play recreational games with them.  Playing volleyball, Simon Says, and Duck-Duck-
Goose are always the children’s favorites.  The program was originally supposed to take place 
three days a week but quickly grew into a five day a week program because so many of the 
Interact Club members wanted to participate.   
 
The Interact Club members work with the children individually to identify strengths and 
weaknesses.  When they determine the children’s needs, they conduct their own internet 
research to find activities and worksheets that extend upon the materials that the children are 
using at school.  They have purchased flashcards, workbooks, and school supplies.  They also 
created a reward system that encouraged positive behavior in which the children could receive 
prizes their parents may not have been able to afford, like a new soccer ball or Barbie doll.    
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Implementation of the Shepherd’s House Education Project began because research shows that 
homeless children make less academic progress.  Homeless children are more likely to score 
poorly on math, reading, spelling, and vocabulary tests and are more likely to be held back a 
year in school. Significantly fewer preschool aged homeless children are enrolled in early 
childhood programs that could greatly assist them in their transition to school. 
 
The nurturing and one-on-one attention from the Interact Club members during the tutoring 
sessions encourages children to form a positive association with learning and education.  The 
recreational time also models the importance of physical activity and helps build relationships. 
 
Reflecting on the success of the group’s programs, Combs said, “Time is the most precious thing 
you can give someone.  I am beyond proud of these Greyhounds for recognizing that at such a 
young age.  These students are not tomorrow’s leaders.  They are today’s leaders.  They are 
already making lasting impacts on our community.  They are a tremendous group of individuals 
who through their many acts of community service collectively focus on creating and 
supporting a caring community where all children, individuals, and families grow, thrive, and 
succeed.” 
 
“Since September it has been such an honor to work with these fine young people and watch 
them making a difference in the lives of the children that come through the Shepherd’s House 
program,” stated Mary Boyles, Executive Director of the Shepherd’s House.  “It brought school 
systems and teachers together to form a strong partnership in changing lives of those less 
fortunate, one that I hope will continue for many years to come. I was also honored to be at 
this presentation and was so proud of these students and all they have done.” 
 
The Shepherd’s House Education program has been North Surry’s focus this year.  Other 
activities include: 

• Pilot Mountain to Hanging Rock Ultra-Marathon volunteers 
• Habitat for Humanity Autumn Leaves volunteers 
• Town of Dobson Spooktacular volunteers 
• Miss Angel’s Zombie Run Volunteers 
• Collected first toiletries to be distributed by the Helping Hands Foundation 
• Collected 125 coats for Give A Kid A Coat with the Spanish Club 
• Habitat for Humanity Christmas tree sale volunteers 
• Student Election Assistants for the Surry County Board of Elections at the general 

election 
• Flat Rock Elementary School Science Fair volunteers 
• Helping Hands Foundation Color Run volunteers 
• Surry County Schools 5th Annual MAD Dash and 5K volunteers 

 
The North Surry High School Interact Club is always actively looking for service projects.  If you 
are interested in having the club volunteer with your organization, please contact Ms. Myra 
Combs at 336-789-5055 or combsm@surry.k12.nc.us.   
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